


150 TV news items
5000 press articles and quotes
400 radio stories

AN EVER-GROWING MEDIA COVERAGE
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1999 :  C r e a t i o n  o f
N e i g h b o u r s ’  d a y  i n
P a r i s  a n d  l a u n c h  o f  t h e
e v e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  F r a n c e
i n  2 0 0 0 .

2004 :  C r e a t i o n  o f
E u r o p e a n  N e i g h b o u r s ’
D a y .

2008 : European
Neighbours’ Day is 
celebrated in 15000 cities
of 294 ountries (20 UE
countries). 8 million 
inhabitants joined in. H I S T O R Y

REASONS TO JOIN IN ?   • You benefit from a citizen movement to get the inha-

b i t a n t s  t o  s u p p o r t  a  s a m e    p r o j e c t .

• Y o u  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  l o c a l  d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s   ( p o l i t i c i a n s , i n h a b i t a n t s ,  c h a r i t i e s ,  a g e n c i e s ,  m e d i a . . )   a r o u n d  a  

p o s i t i v e  p r o j e c t .  

• Y o u  t a k e  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  a n  e v e n t  w h i c h  h a s  a  s t r o n g

m e d i a  i m p a c t  a n d  y o u  g i v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p e o p l e  t o

m e e t  u p  a n d  s h a r e  a  g o o d  t i m e  t o g e t h e r ,  b e y o n d  d a i l y

i s s u e s  a n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

• Y o u  j o i n  i n  a  E u r o p e a n  w i d e  m o v e m e n t  t o  s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  g o o d  c i t i z e n  p r a c t i c e s  w i t h  o t h e r

E u r o p e a n  c i t i e s  ( y o u r  t w i n  c i t i e s  o r  n e t w o r k  o f  p a r t n e r s ) . WHAT IS OUR ROLE ?  •We provide you with all the logistical support of the event

(communication kit, guide books, press file, video etc…) toge-

ther with a permanent telephone assistance to help you orga-

nise the event step by step.  

• We promote the event at an international level.WHAT IS YOUR ROLE ?  •Your role is to promote the project at a local level by ensuring

a maximum communication around the event: printing and 

distributing all communication tools, contacting local media. 

• Y o u  r a i s e  r e s i d e n t ’ s  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m to get involved, contribute if necessary to the logistics of

the event, identify all various initiatives and thank all 

participants.

O u r  w e b s i t e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  2 5 5 l a n g u a g e s .  
I t  d i s p l a y s  o u r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o o l k i t ,  
o u r  i d e a s  a n d  a d v i c e s  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e
e v e n t ,  o u r  n e t w o r k  o f  l o c a l  p a r t n e r s :  
c i t y  c o u n c i l s ,  s o c i a l  h o u s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
i n  E u r o p e  a n d  w o r l d w i d e .  P l e a s e  h a v e  a
l o o k  a l s o  a t  r e p o r t s ,  t e s t i m o n i e s  a n d  p h o t o s
o f  p r e v i o u s  Ne i g h b o u r s ’  D a y  e v e n t s  

o r g a n i z e d  a l l  o v e r  E u r o p e .  O U R  W E B S I T E  w w w

. e u r o p e a n - n e i g h b o u r s - d a y. e uTHE FIRST NEIGHBOURS’ MEETING IN EUROPE FOR A “BETTER
LIVING TOGETHER”, ENDORSED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION
N e i g h b o u r s ’  D a y  e n c o u r a g e s  p e o p l e  t o  g e t  t o  k n o w  a n d  t a l k  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  I t  c r e a t e s  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  l i v i n g  t o g e -
t h e r  a n d  f o s t e r s  c o m m u n i t y  c o h e s i o n  a n d  s o l i d a r i t y .

B y  m e e t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  o n c e  a  y e a r  a t  a n  i n f o r m a l  c e l e b r a t o r y  e v e n t ,  N e i g h b o u r s ’  D a y  i m p r o v e s  t h e  w a y  p e o p l e  l i v e

together and helps instil community cohesion.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  e v e n t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  c i t y  c o u n c i l s  a n d  h o u s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e  m a i n  a i m  i s  t o  g e t  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  t o  t a k e

o n  l e a d  r o l e s  a n d  o r g a n i s e  a  n e i g h b o u r s ’  p a r t y  t h e m s e l v e s .
T h r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e ,  t h e  d a y  f e a t u r e s  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  e n r i c h e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r e  a n d  c r e a t e s  n e t w o r k s  f o r  

n e i g h b o u r l y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  p r a c t i c e s .

«Solidarity and proximity 

o c c u p y  a  p r o m i n e n t  p l a c e  i n  t h e

action of this Commission. 

I myself am very committed in

favour of greater social cohesion

and inclusion, which are an

e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  a n y  d e m o c r a t i c

and dynamic society. Your initiative is a concrete

example of solidarity and the fight against 

exclusion, it is therefore without hesitation that 

I renew my patronage of it.»V l a d i m í r  S P I D L A Commissioner for Employment, S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  a n d  E q u a l  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

«The European Parliament

g r e a t l y  s u p p o r t s  a l l  a c t i o n s

w h i c h  g i v e c i t i z e n s  t h e  o p p o r -

t u n i t y  t o  i n t e r a c t  a n d  c o n t r i -

b u t e  t o  g r e a t e r  m u t u a l

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s o l i d a r i t y i n  E u r o p e a n  c i t i e s .  I  a m  t h e r e f o r e  h a p p y  t o  l e n d  m y  p a t r o n a g e  t h i s  y e a r

a g a i n  t o  y o u r  e v e n t ,  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f

t h e  2 0 0 9  E u r o p e a n  e l e c t i o n s ,  a i m s t o  

m o b i l i s e  c i t i z e n s . » Hans-Gert PÖTTERING,European Parliament, President

^

Luc VAN DEN BRANDE President, Committee of the Regions“ A s  s o c i a l  h o u s i n g  p r o v i d e r s ,  o u r  v i s i o n  i s  o f  a  E u r o p e  w h e r e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  s o c i a l l y ,  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a n denvironmentally 

s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  w h e r e  a l l  a r e  e n a b l e d  t o  r e a c h

t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l .  E u r o p e a n  N e i g h b o u r s '  D a y  i s

a  p r a c t i c a l  w a y  t o  b r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o g e t h e r

a n d  i n s t i l  s o l i d a r i t y  a m o n g n e i g h b o u r s  a n d  w e

e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y o n e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a n  

i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  i s  i m p r o v i n g neighbourhoods

a c r o s s  E u r o p e . ” «Through collaboration among citizens, by sharing 

e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  b e i n g  g o o d  n e i g h b o u r s ,  w e  a r e  w o r k i n g

t o g e t h e r  t o  f o r g e  a n  e v e n  c l o s e r  a n d  m o r e  h u m a n

E u r o p e a n  c o m m u n i t y .  I t  i s  t h e  s i m p l e  b o n d s  b e t w e e n

f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l i e s  a n d  n e i g h b o u r s  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  o u r

v i t a l i t y  a n d  s t r e n g t h .

C o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s  a r e  t h e  k e y s  t o  o u r  s h a r e d

success, both within our borders and within our 

neighbourhood. That is why the European Neighbours'

Day initiative is so important, it brings us

closer together to realise our common 

aspirations and to build networks of 

lasting friendships.»D a v i d  O R R  President, CECODHAS (European LiaisonCommittee for Social Housing)

WHAT : Encourage people to get

together, to meet each

o t h e r  a n d  e n j o y  

themselves.

HOW : Organise a neighbours’
party, everybody brings
something along.

WHEN :  Tuesday, 26 May 2009WHO :   Residents all over Europe. WHERE : It could be in the street, in
the garden, in the hall, or in
the building courtyard.

S U P P O R T E D  B Y  :  Town and city councils, social
housing organisations, local

associations, public and 
private partners.

T H E  E V E N T  I N  B R I E F . . .


